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On behalf of Safe Homes or Orange County, I am pleased to present our 2014 Annual 

Impact Report.  The Annual Impact Report takes a look at the services we provided, our 

fiscal health, and it acknowledges the amazing donors and funders who supported us 

throughout the year.  

In 2015, Safe Homes will continue to offer all the highlighted services and seek opportunities to enhance 

them for the safety of our clients and the advancement of our mission. We will strengthen our collaboration 

with local law enforcement agencies, the courts, healthcare providers, the District Attorney’s Office, and 

other community partners, in a coordinated effort to reduce the occurrence of domestic violence in Orange 

County. 

More importantly, we look forward to implementing new and ongoing projects with the sustained support 

of our community. First, our current shelter has served as a beacon of hope and safety for hundreds of  

families, for nearly a quarter of a century.  Each year Safe Homes longs for the ability to update, rejuvenate, 

and refresh our humble home.  The community has stepped forward with time and talents to bring in a 

fresh coat of paint, a spring cleaning, or a garden to enjoy in summer.  These are ongoing needs, and an 

opportunity for workplace, faith or community groups to lend a hand.   

While our shelter has increased capacity from 13 to 17 beds, we still find ourselves at capacity all too often 

and forced to refer local victims to out-of-county facilities for safety.  After years of exploration, and with 

the support of many in the community, Safe Homes will finally embark on the opening of another shelter to 

serve victims of domestic violence and their children—right here in Orange.  We are encouraged by the  

possibilities a new shelter will bring, mainly, the capability of meeting the needs of our community. 

As our capability increases, so do our operating costs and our need for additional, steady financial support.  

In 2015, we will be challenging our donor base to consider more sustainable and recurring forms of support, 

such as monthly giving.  The adults and children we serve face uncertainty and fear every day.  Every day 

they hope for the violence to stop.  Every day they consider their options, if they have them.  Safe Homes 

must remain a gateway to safety, every day—365 days a year.  Monthly giving provides a steady flow of  

income to keep our doors open, our hotline ringing, and our advocates at the ready for when the time is 

right for an individual or family to seek safety with us. Monthly giving is about the sustainability of our  

important services, into the future.  As we look to the celebration of Safe Homes 30th Anniversary in 2016, 

the future is where we must set our eyes.  

I would like to thank all our stakeholders for their commitment to ending domestic violence, and their vote 

of confidence in Safe Homes of Orange County.  My hope is that this report contributes to a better under-

standing of the work we do every day with the unwavering support of so many, and that more groups and 

individuals will be inspired to engage in this work with us. 

In Unity, 

Kellyann 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 



2014 Community Impact Report 

Surviving domestic violence is a daunting, unrelenting journey.  We are humbled and honored to serve those who turn 
to Safe Homes as their passage to safety and a life free from violence and abuse.  Here we sample the impact of our 
work throughout 2014, made possible by our funders and supporters. Safe Homes services are accessible through a 
variety of Non-Residential and Residential Programs, and include crisis intervention, risk assessment and safety  
planning, advocacy, case management, educational support groups, and much more. 

ADVOCACY & SUPPORT SERVICES 

During 2014, Safe Homes Advocates provided services to 799 adult clients and 648 children through Non-Residential  

Programs; 72 adults and 63 children were served through our Residential Program, to a total of 5,273 nights of safety in 
our 17-bed Emergency Shelter. 

 

 
3,438 Hotline Calls provided safety planning and access to support services and resources.  

6,149 Supportive Counseling services were offered to victims/survivors, creating 3,453 individualized Safety Plans.  

7,250 Advocacy Services encompassed the areas of court accompaniment, legal support, law enforcement, medical, mental 
health, social services, housing, employment, immigration, economic empowerment and education.  

1,883 Emergency Services addressed immediate needs of children and such basic needs as food, clothing, personal care and  
critical household items.   

211 Support Groups were facilitated and offered in English and Spanish. 

In collaboration with Legal Services of the Hudson Valley, Safe Homes Family Justice Center handled 154 cases assisting 
clients with orders of protection, custody, visitation, divorce, and child and spousal support.  Under this partnership, a  
full-time attorney and paralegal are co-located at the Family Justice Center.  

Safe Homes Volunteers contributed 515 hours of service.  

 
 
BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
For many families, the beginning of the school year can be a crushing economic burden, but a 
caring community of donors made sure every child—over 150—was readied with a brand new 
school bag and supplies. Parents expressed great relief and validation from this kind of  
solidarity, and the children showed a much needed boost in confidence.  
 

BACKYARD RENOVATIONS 
Cara Surace, a local high school senior working on her Girl Scout Gold Award, volunteered to 
clean up, garden and improve our shelter’s backyard. She built a picnic table and bench and  
donated three extra sets of tables and chairs.  In addition, Cara organized a luncheon for friends 
and family, where she offered information about Safe Homes and collected household items for 
the shelter. 

THE PINE BUSH YOUTH FOOTBALL & CHEERLEADING LEAGUE 
Darlene Bressler, parent-member and fundraising coordinator with the Pine Bush 
Youth Football & Cheerleading League, nominated Safe Homes to win a $500 gift-
card offered by K104.7's holiday drawing, Twelve Days of Christmas Wish. Her  
nomination was selected and K104.7 surprised Darlene with two $500 gift-cards 
instead. She worked with the League’s students to raise awareness about Safe 
Homes’ advocacy work and its role in the larger social movement to end gender-
based violence. The students used the gift-cards to purchase blankets, pillows,  
underwear, socks, small appliances, toiletries and household items to help families 
in shelter.  (Pictured left, delivering goods to our main office.)  

 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT 



Safe Homes offers free education on issues surrounding domestic 
violence, violence prevention, and healthy relationships to  
community groups, schools, workplaces, law enforcement agen-
cies, healthcare, government and  service organizations. Trained 
educators design presentations or workshops according to the 
needs and characteristics of each group or audience, in English and 
in Spanish.  

71 presentations reached 1,352 adults raising awareness on topics 

such as the dynamics of domestic violence, stalking, technology safety, human trafficking, the impact of domestic violence 
on children, and domestic violence in the workplace.  

Safe Homes’ Teen-Dating Violence Prevention Program held 229 age-appropriate presentations reaching 2,936  
adolescents and teens.  Topics included abusive versus healthy relationships, physical and online bullying, the impact of  
stereotypes, sexism and other cultural-competency themes.   

Safe Homes Youth Educators led the 3rd annual Youth Leadership Academy in July for students ages 14-17. Participants  
engaged in interactive and skill-building workshops to help them be the change that can contribute to safer schools and 
communities.   
 
At the beginning of the school year, with the sponsorship of The Law Office of Benjamin Greenwald, Safe Homes launched 
the first annual Safe Love Is...Art Show and Scholarship Contest. Thirty-nine high school students submitted artwork for a 
chance to win the $500.00 scholarship. (Art show and award set for February of 2015.)  

2014 Community Impact Report 

Total Agency Budget: $1,364,000 
93 cents of every dollar donated to Safe Homes go directly into programs. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

 SUPPORT & REVENUE: $1,567,607 

 Program Revenue ………….. $500,517 

 Grants & Contracts ………...   964,439 

 Donations ……………………….      60,983 

 Special Events …………………                     41,633 

 Interest …………………………..                     35 

           EXPENSES: $1,364,000 

 Program ….…………………….  $1,261,169 

 Administrative & General           91,165 

 Fundraising ……………………            9,666 
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OUTREACH & EDUCATION 



Safe Homes’ comprehensive support services and outreach programs are sustained by the dedication of our volunteers,  
the solidarity of our community,  and the vision of our funders and government leaders.  

We gratefully acknowledge all forms of support for the Safe Homes’ mission and for the individuals and families we serve. All 
gifts, big and small, move our work forward. The following names represent organizations, groups and individuals who made 
monetary or in-kind gifts valued at $50 or more, during 2014. Please contact us if you feel your name was  
inadvertently  left out. Thank you. 

VOLUNTEERS 

Antonella Benedict 
Judy Cady 
Anita Faurot 
Alora Fischer 
Angelyn Galati 
Sara (Sally) Knight 
Brianna MacSaveny 
Elizabeth Merritt 
Mickey Morgano 
Mary Randall 
Saishree (Kiki) Rao 
Debbie Reis 
Michelle Roach 
Shanta Sweet 
Anne Thoet 

 
CORPORATE 

Bass/AM Retail Group, Woodbury Commons 
Bon Secours Charity Health System 
Crystal Run HealthCare LLP 
Eileen Fischer, Inc. /Retail Division 
Mid-Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union 
IBM Employees Services Center 
Mediacom Communications Corp. 
M&T Bank 
Orange Regional Medical Center 
Orange & Rockland Utilities, Inc. 
 
 
GOVERNMENT  

Federal Emergency Management Agency  
Family Violence Prevention & Services Act 
NYS Office of Children and Family Services  
NYS Office of Victim Services (NYSOVS) 
Senator John J. Bonacic, NYSDCJS 
The County of Orange 
Orange County Department of Social Services 
Orange County District Attorney’s Office 
Orange County Youth Bureau 
 
 
FOUNDATIONS 

Avon Foundation 
First Lt. Louis Allen Foundation 
Community Foundation of Orange & Sullivan 
The Dyson Foundation 
Warwick Savings Foundation 
Verizon Foundation 
Yoko Ono Foundation 
 

 

COMMUNITY 

AARP Greater Middletown, Chapter 1441 
Staff at Anthem Blue Cross/Shield, Middletown 
Staff at Ball Corp., Middletown 
Staff at Bath & Body Works, Newburgh Mall 
Joyce Zawistowski & the Berea Group 
Laura Betty, Building Blocks Daycare, Newburgh 
Bloomingdeals Resale, New Windsor 
Sherry Bukovcan & Mary Kay Group 
Business & Professional Women, Middletown 
Carrots N Nuggets LLC 
The Castle Fun Center, Chester 
Catholic Daughters of Americas, St. Anne’s 
     Rosemary Court 
Chabad of Orange County, Chester 
Chapel Hill Bible Church, Campbell Hall 
Staff at Child Protective Services/DSS, Goshen 
Community Garden Club of Pine Bush 
Cornwall Yacht Club Ladies Auxiliary 
Creative Children Christian Pre-School, Monroe 
Staff at Crystal Run Village 
Cub Scout Pack 28, New Windsor 
Staff at Curves, Chester 
Staff & Members at Curves, Monroe 
Staff at DSS/CPS, Goshen 
Staff at DSS, Newburgh 
Wendy Depew & Staff at Depew Oil 
Families & Staff at English Rose Day School 
Family Childcare Association of NYS, Inc. 
First Presbyterian Church of Hamptonburgh 
Staff at Flannery Animal Hospital 
GAMS Tech Magnet School, Newburgh 
Staff at George Carroll Transportation 
Gloria’s Total Beauty Salon & Spa, Warwick 
Grace United Methodist Church, Newburgh 
Hamptonburgh Seniors 
Harriman Clothing & Army Navy, Harriman 
Highland Mills United Methodist Church 
Horizons on the Hudson, Newburgh 
Hudson Valley Oil & Energy Council 
Hudson Valley Tole & Decorative Painters  
IBM Microelectronics Employees, Hopewell  
Staff at Jewish Family Service O.C., Middletown 
Journey Church Hudson Valley, Monroe 
Agents at Keller Williams Realty, 
     Hudson Valley United 
Law Office of Benjamin Greenwald, 
     New Windsor 
Lions Club of Warwick 
Literacy Orange 
Longaberger Independent Consultants 
Staff at Manheim New York, Newburgh 
Staff at Marshall & Sterling, Carmel 
Meadow Hill Reformed Church, Newburgh 
Staff at Mediacom 

Minisink Valley Central School District  
Monroe-Woodbury Central School District 
Montgomery Montessori School 
Most Holy Trinity Catholic Chapel, West Point 
Mountainville United Methodist Church 
New Windsor Pharmacy 
Amy Stillwagon, Newburgh Envelope Corp. 
Newburgh Free Academy, Students/Faculty 
Newburgh Teaching Assistants 
O’Connecke Restaurant, Warwick 
O.C. Chamber of Commerce/Young  
     Professionals  
Staff at the O.C. DA’s Office 
Orange Ulster BOCES/Chris Tuthill’s Class 
Otisville Grange #1020  
Otisville Lions Club 
Painter’s Cornwall-on-Hudson 
Panarelli Realty, LLC 
Staff at Pathline Labs, Ramsey, NJ 
Staff at Peak Physical Therapy, Newburgh 
Valarie Petersen, First Class Daycare, Florida 
Pine Bush Youth Football & Cheerleading  
     League 
Police Chiefs’ Association of Orange County 
Lori Rothman, Rothman Productions 
Pre-K Center, Washington St., Newburgh 
St. Anne’s Episcopal Church, Washingtonville 
St. James Episcopal Church, Goshen 
Women of St. James Episcopal Church 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Middletown 
St. Nichols Orthodox Church/Ladies  
     Philoptochos Society, Newburgh 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Chester 
St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Church, Bullville 
Shear Intensity Hair Salon, Newburgh 
A Sparkling View NJ LLC 
Office of Steven P. Stern, DMD, New Windsor 
Dental Hygiene Dpt., SUNY Orange 
Staff at Tedd Cycle, Newburgh 
Staff at Time Warner Cable 
Tuxedo Union Free Schools, Students/Faculty 
United Presbyterian Church of Middletown 
United Way of Orange & Dutchess 
United Methodist Church, Highland Mills 
United Methodist Church, Monroe 
United Methodist Church, Vails Gate 
Dr. Michele Winchester-Vega & Associates 
Staff at Victoria’s Secret, Galleria  At Crystal Run 
Friends at the Village of Chester Police  
Walden Fire Department 
Staff at Wallkill Correctional Facility 
Warwick Valley Merchants Guild 
Staff at West Point Association of Graduates 
West Point-Highland Falls Rotary Club 
Winona Lake Ladies Auxiliary, Newburgh 

 

Thank You... 

VOLUNTEERS, FUNDERS, DONORS, FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS 



MISSION  

SAFE HOMES of Orange County is a private non-profit agency dedicated to providing confidential assistance to victims 
of domestic violence and their children. Our mission is to work to eliminate all forms of domestic  
violence through education, outreach, and provision of services to individuals and families affected by  
domestic abuse. Safe Homes is client-centered. We educate and empower people to make informed choices. We serve 
with compassion and dignity.  

In 2015, we call on our donors to join our Sustainers Circle and make a difference every day of the year 
with a recurring, monthly gift.  Sustaining donors provide a consistent base of support and help us plan for the future.   

To enter the Sustainers Circle go to safehomesorangecounty.org and find our “DONATE” button. Thank you!  

INDIVIDUALS 

Debbie Ackerman & Friends 
Sandra Argenio 
The Artrip Family 
Dana Asher 
Lisa Bachar 
Gerry Baer 
Deborah Bannan 
Catherine  N. Barberio 
Barbara Barron 
Amy Bedetti 
Patricia & John Bonacic 
Maria Britton 
Kathy Buchanan 
Rose-Emma Calabrese 
Luciana J. Caldara 
Chris Campbell 
Dina Cavazza & Friends 
William Cole 
Katherine Chauncey 
Cheryl Colella 
Jill Croucher 
Louise Cubilla 
Carolyn Curran 
Currier-Woods Family 
Claudia Depkin 
Rozelisa Defabiis-Marsh 
Mima Dinetz, Mima’s of Warwick 
Ted & Lorri Dobias 
Cathie Dougherty 
John Dougherty 
Barbara & Robert Driscoll 
Harriet Earnest, CPA 
Nicholas Esposito 
Norma Esposito 
Francis & Kelley Estenes 
Tyler Etzel 
Florence Evina-Ze 
Christine & Brian Fitzgerald 
Vickie Fitzgerald 
Pam Fitzpatrick 
Kelly Freeman 
Anna Gibbs 

Amanda Glick & Family 
Lori Gold & Family 
Carla Gomez & Family 
Gayle Goodson 
Louella L. Gottlieb 
Patricia Greenspan 
Barry Grossarth & Family 
Harold Grout 
Stephanie Grunewald 
Family & Friends of Alexis Olivia Harris 
Sharon Lee Henderson 
Robert Hennessy 
Dan Holvey & Jessica Rodrigues 
Susan Howard & Family 
Regina Hulse 
Mandy Ives, English Rose Day School 
Alexander Jamieson 
Bess Jankowski 
Regina C. Joyce 
Linda Kasbarian 
Ken Klejbuk 
Maggie Klejbuk 
Mariah Klejbuk 
Marissa Klejbuk 
Maura Klejbuk 
Sandra Kay 
Sara Knight & David Duff 
Laura Konarski, Learning Land Daycare 
Kellyann Kostyal-Larrier 
Anthony Lapadura 
Kim Leake & Family 
Susan Maloney 
Debbie Maragliano 
Marcel Martino 
Louise McCoy 
Sophia McKenzie 
Beverly Mennerich & Friends 
Sandra Mennerich  
Anne Miller 
Tim Mullally, Style Counsel, Warwick 
Barbara Mullin 
Jacqueline & Terry Murray 
Nicole Nadal 
Ian Napoli & Ashley Morgan 
May Ann Neuman 

Cynthia Nugent 
Sheila & Arthur Nugent 
Peter & Cynthia Ochsner  
Patricia O’Dwyer 
Liz O’Halloran  
Marsha Oliver 
Deborah Otlowski  
Nancy Quackenbush 
Albert P. Pacione Jr., PLLC 
Amy Pedrero 
Celeste Pellecier & Family 
Judy Ploski 
The Estate of Joan Plotsky 
Lori Pritchard 
Sunny Reed-Vandenbossche 
Judit Richards 
Melanie Richards 
Carol Roe, Roe’s Orchards 
Marjorie & Sophie Rutiman 
Dr. Dean Scher 
Matthew Scherdin 
Hope Scheuermann 
George Sewitt 
Alexis S. Singh 
Sher Singh 
Suzanne Sheppard 
Linda Stephan 
Kallidaikurich Sundaram, MD 
Padma Sundaram, MD 
Suzanne Sweeney 
Lisa Spoto 
Warren & Merrilow Thiesmeier 
Karina Tipton 
The Van Minter Family 
Wanda Vega 
Marie Vega-Byrne 
Tina Vredenberg 
The Estate of Mildred M. Warren  
Patricia Yeager 
Charles & Nicole Wiggins 
Linda Zalanowski & Family 
Joyce & Lee Zawistowksi 
Diane Zdan 
Linda Zuclich  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Sher Singh, President ∙ Christine Fitzgerald, Vice President   
Kim J. Leake, Treasurer ∙ Marie Vega-Byrne, Secretary  

William Cole ∙ Liz O’Halloran ∙ Melanie Richards ∙ Marcel Martino ∙ Anna Gibbs 
Kellyann Kostyal-Larrier, Executive Director  

SAFE HOMES of Orange County ∙ P.O. Box 649, Newburgh, NY 12551-0649 ∙ 845.562.5365 

 


